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from Storrs in this sense to Mecca, and returned with a written
reply from Abdullah, who from now onwards treated him-
self . more or less as his father's diplomatic representative.
The reply hinted that Hussain would be prepared to lead a
revolt of his Hejaz followers, provided Great Britain would
offer effective support. A second exchange of notes in less
equivocal language resulted in Abdullah definitely committing
his father to a policy of secret alliance with England.

A few days after Turkey's entry into the war the Sultan
issued to the Muslim world a call to jihad against the Allied
powers, and a tremendous campaign of religious propaganda
was set on foot all over the Arab world. Throughout the
countries of the Near East, respected preachers were can-
vassed ; and an enormous volume of inflammatory literature,
much of it with an unmistakably German stamp, was distri-
buted, and German orientalists began to appear in Damascus
and Jerusalem. One of the first essentials of a successful jihad
rally was a jatwa or ruling from the Sharif of Mecca himself,
and this was now urgently requested. Hussain proved him-
self quite equal to the situation, and returned an enthusiastic
reply, * couched in that diffuse and nebulous prose of which
he was a master'.55 He would support the Holy War with
all his heart, but as for endorsing it openly, that was out of the
question, for fear of British reprisals on the long Red Sea
coastline of the Hejaz. The Sultan in his infinite wisdom
would doubtless understand that interference with his supplies
from the west might lead to a revolt of the tribes. Hussain's
reasoning was unassailable, and the Turks were compelled
to accept his reply. At the same time, to allay suspicion, he
made no difficulty in ceremonially dispatching the sacred
Standard of the Prophet to Damascus, knowing that his failure
to accompany it himself or even to send one of his sons would
create, as it actually did, some suspicion even as to the authen-
ticity of the relic.

Meanwhile Hussain' was doing everything he could to get
in touch with other Arab leaders in Damascus and elsewhere,
and obtain their support. Soon, on the pretext of having dis-
covered a Turkish plot against his life and requiring reassur-
ance from the Sultan, he sent his second son, Faisal, to Istan-
bul, with careful instructions for his stay in Damascus en
route. On his arrival in Damascus, Faisal was secretly sworn